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The PDC hascompleted theingtd-
lationof anew floating dock intheWillis
Wharf Harbor. The Virginia Coastal
Zone Management Program, part of
DEQ, and NOAA provided fundingfor
variousimprovements planned at the
gte.

The floating docks provide im-
proved public access to the Seaside
Water Trail. Thistrail connects the
Chincoteague Nationd WildlifeRefuge
with the Eastern Shore of VirginiaNa
tiona WildlifeRefuge. Theentiretrall
isover 70 mileslong. Thereisalink to
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New Floating Dock in Willis Wharf Harbor

theTrail guideat www.a-npdc.org.

Previoudly, the Phase | improve-
mentsincluded afloating dock ingta la-
tion at Chincoteague' s Eastside L and-
ing and Wachapreague' sTown Marina.
Both installationswere completedin
early 2006. Over the spring and sum-
mer, PDC staff worked with County
officids, WillisWharf residents, DEQ
dtaff, and other sateofficiastosteim-
provementsat the harbor. Besidesthe
floating dock, an observation deck will
be built over the current berm and an
interpretive sign attached to the deck
will provideinformation onthe Seaside
Water Trail. Loca WillisWharf resi-
dents are also considering adding a
whed housedesignto onesection of the
deck to provide bird watching oppor-
tunities
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GCommittee Public ResearchPark Supports Exmore

The Eastern Shore of Virginia
Ground Water Committee israising
awarenessof thethreatstothe Shore's
Groundwater. A public educational
campaign has been prepared to edu-
cateschool agechildren. Thecampaign
wasfunded by aWellhead Protection
Grant, which was received from the
Water ResourcesDivision of the De-
partment of Environmenta Quality.

The sixth and ninth grade science
classes in the Accomack and
Northampton County Public School
Systemsarereceving educational ma-
terial such as The JUG: Just Under-
gtanding Groundwater kit, lesson plans,
adiagram of the groundwater system
and aChesapeake Bay fact sheet. The
lesson plans and a link to view the
Chesapeake Bay fact sheet areavail-
ableat www.a-npdc.org

Governor Kanerecently announced
that Accomack County would receive
$700,000in Community Development
Block Grant fundsfor development of
theWallops Research Park. Thefunds
will be used to devel op amaster plan
for the park, extend the water and
wastewater lines, andimprovetheroad-
ways. Thesearchfor aproject manager
iscurrently underway, and arequest for
qualificationshasbeen advertisedin or-
der to begin the processof selectingan
engineeringfirm.

TheA-NPDC prepared the Com-
munity Economic Development Fund
prospectus to secure the funding and
facilitated an Industry Agreement be-
tween Accomack County and BaySys
Technologies, the park’sfirst tenant.

At thecounty’sdirection,A-NPDC
daff is dsoorganizingapublic meeting
planned for January to updatecitizens
onthe park’sprogress.
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Wallops Research Park Master Plan

Northampton County’sCommunity
Housing Committee has adopted a
resol ution supporting the affordable
housi ng devel opment proposed by the
Accomack-Northampton Regional
Housing Authority on Occohannock
Neck Road in Exmore. TheAuthority
has proposed amixed-income devel -
opment of homeownersand renterson
the54-acresite.

TheCommunity Housng Commit-
teeisappointed by the Northampton
County Board of Supervisors. Com-
posed of |eadersand providersof hous-
ing services, the Committeeischaired
by County Supervisor Jeff Walker. The
Committeeischarged withidentifying
solutions for the lack of affordable
workforce housing inthe County.

Theresolution citestheAuthority’s
excellent management record of its
rental properties, assurances that
homeownerswill keep homeson good
condition through deeds of trust, and
theAuthority’splanto provide homes
for averageincomefamilies, not just low
income families, as reasons for the
Committee' ssupport.

The Public Involvement Plan
Is Available

ThePublicInvolvement Panonthe
Proposed Regional Long-RangePlan
for Transportationisavailablefor pub-
licreview andinput a the Planning Dis-
trict Commission, 23372 Front Street,
Accomec, Virginia

The plan will be considered for
adoption at the public meeting of the
Transportation Technical Advisory
Committee on Wednesday, January 10,
2007 at 10:00 am.



Exmore-Belle
Haven Gommittee
Selects Engineer

Theengineeringfirmof O'Brien&
Gere has been sel ected by amanage-
ment team appointed by the towns of
Exmore and Belle Haven to prepare
engineering studiesfor expanding wa-
ter and sewer serviceto Belle Haven
and unserved portionsof Exmore. The
VirginiaBeachfirmwasoneof ninethat
expressed interest in preparing the stud-
ies. TheWater and Sewer Management
Team has been working since October
2006 under aplanning grant funded by
aDepartment of Housing and Commu-
nity Development Community Develop-
ment Block Grant Planning Grant.

section 8 Staff
Strives for
Communication

The staff of the Housing Choice
Voucher Program is opening up new
avenuesof communicationwith Section
8 landlords and participants. In De-
cember staff sent thelr first newsdl etter
covering the most frequently voiced
questionsand concernsregarding re-
cent program changes. Revamping the
programto bringitincompliancewith
HUD regulationsand expectationshas
been acomplicated process, but change
iseaser with clear communication.

The staff will also hold ameeting
with landlordsto discusstheir concerns
and questionsin January
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How to Contact
the A-NPDC

If you have questionsor wouldlike
to discontinueyour subscription, please
contact the Planning District Commis-
son.

Phone 757-787-2936
Toll Free 866-787-3001
E-Mail anpdc@a-npdc.org
Website www.a-npdc.org
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