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The Lead Safe Homes Program Gets a Boost

OnMarch 1, 2006 thePDC signed
a$423,380 contract with the Depart-
ment of Housing and Community De-
velopment to reducelead hazardsin 16
homes on the Eastern Shoreduring a
period ending June 30, 2008. Thiswill
supplement the CDBG lead grant, un-
der which $700,000 hasbeen dlocated
to perform|ead abatement in 14 homes
and build 4 new homeswhereexisting
houses were found to be beyond re-
pair.

Elevated blood lead levelsaffect d -
most 14,000 children under age 6in
Virginig; theprimary sourceisdust from
|ead-based paint used in most homes
built before 1978. Leadisalsofound

in pipes, solder, brass fixtures, some
imported jewelry and toys and some
imported mini-blinds. Lead dust can
contaminatesoil and remainsvolatilefor
many years. Lead interfereswith nor-
mal brain devel opment and isassoci-
ated with permanently reduced 1Q,
learning disabilitiesand behaviord dis-
orders. Parentsof childrenat risk should
contact their health providers for a
bloodtest. Most childrenwith elevated
blood lead level s show no symptoms,
and there is no safe level of lead in
blood.

The Eastern Shore Lead Safe
Homes Program fundswill beusedto
reduce lead hazards through interim

-

(Left) A house that is beginning the Lead Safe Homes Program. (Right) A house that has been completed under the program.

control measures such as paint stabili-
zation, window replacement, soil re-
mova and thorough cleaning performed
by contractorscertifiedinsafelead re-
moval.

Tobedligible, familiesmust ownor
rent a home built before 1978, have
children under age 6 spending signifi-
cant timethere, and meet HUD income
guidelinesfor low to moderateincome
households. Blood lead level testingis
required, but participationinthe pro-
gramisnot limited to childrenwith el -
evatedlevels.

For moreinformation or to apply
for the Program, call Patti Merritt at
(757)787-2936, ext 119.




PDC Mourns Thomas J. Matthews

The Honorable Thomas J.
Matthews, Accomack County Super-
visor, passed away on February 28,
2006.

“Tommy Matthewswasingrumen-
tal in implementing the Horntown
CDBG project which resulted in the
rebuilding of an entireneighborhood,”
DavidAnnis, Director of Housing Pro-
ductionsaid.

“Tommy worked hard to obtain
fundsto help rebuild the community of
Withams, which included building a
sewer system and new streetsto ben-
efitthelow-incomefamiliesof that com-
munity. Hewas one of thefirst to ob-
tainaSaf-Help grant that enabled the
community of Makemie Park to build
asewer system that would providein-
door plumbingto many familiesthat had
never before had indoor bathrooms.

“Tommy knew thefamilieswhose
housesfronted animpassabledirt lane,
and worked for almost two years to
bring together thefunding neededtoturn
Raymond Townsend Laneinto apaved
road. Looking forward, Tommy laid

thegroundwork to bring future commu-
nity improvement fundsto areasof East
Horntown and Wisharts Point.

“Tommy was always proud of the
fact that hewas elected to represent a
minority-majority district, and wasal-
wayslooking for waysto better thelives
of thefamiliesheserved,” said Annis.

Mr. Matthews served on the Plan-
ning Digtrict Commission, Housing and
Redevel opment Corporation Board and
was a member of the Groundwater
Committee.

“Tommy Matthewswasthe cham-
pion of affordable housing for Acco-
mack County. Hisleadership resulted
inthedimination of unsafe, unsanitary,
and uninhabitable housing in northern
Accomack County,” said ExecutiveDi-
rector Paul F. Berge.

“Wewill greatly misshisenergy, his
commitment, and hisheart.”

In efforts to increase safety on
Route 13 and other local roads, the
PDC staff hasbeen working with the
local State Policeto map all thecrash
datafor 2005.

Staff hascollected all thedatafor
Northampton and Accomack County.
Accomack County’s589 crasheshave
been mapped. Staff has created maps
that visualize the areas. These maps
show crashesinvolving deer, snglecar
crashesand crashesinvolving 2 or more
vehicles. All 14 of thethe 2005 fatal
crashes have a so been mapped.

TheVirginiaState Policeand the
VirginiaDepartment of Transportation
will beableto better identify high-risk
aress, leadingtoincreased effortstoim-
prove safety at thoselocations.

Detail of 2005 Crashes near the Town of Parksley, Circles indicate Fatal Accidents and
Triangles represent Non-Fatal Accidents



The Ground Water Protection Plan
wasfinalized on May 5, 1992. Inthe
past 14 years, many of therecommen-
dationshave beenimplemented. Some
of the biggest accomplishmentsinclude
the Chesapeake Bay Program imple-
mentation in Northampton and Acco-
mack, largeagricultura withdrawasare
required to obtain aDEQ permit, both
countieshaveadopted groundwater pro-
tectionedementsintotheir Zoning Ordi-
nances, several Household Hazardous
Waste Collectionshave been held, and
agroundwater information webstewas
established. After reviewing the sum-
mary, the Committeeidentified further
actions to protect the groundwater.

Two Disability
Transportation
Workshops To Be
Held

ThePDCisconducting anaterna
tivetrangportation mode study for per-
sonswith disabilities, elderly, low-in-
comeand youth populations. Thestudy
will helploca governmentsand human
service agenciesplan for and provide
improved transportation by identifying
improvementsand making recommen-
dations. A workshop will beheld on
April 6,2006at 10:00am. intheChin-
coteague Town Officeand theother will
be April 19, 2006 at 1:00 p.m. at the
Eastern Shore Center for Independent
Living, Inc. The public isinvited to
comeand contribute.
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