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James M. McGowan Accepts Director of
Planning Position with Accomack County

JamesM. M cGowan, who worked
at the PDC from September 1990 till
July 2005, has accepted the Director
of Planning position at Accomack
County andwill art on August 1. Mr.
McGowan worked with severa towns
asRegiond Planner and later asDirec-
tor of Planning. He completed town
plans for Belle Haven, Bloxom,
Cheriton, Painter and worked on up-
datesand amendmentsfor Onancock,
and Nassawadox.

Mr. McGowan worked for many
yearson the U.S. Route 13 Corridor
Study, this study was one of two pri-
orities set when the Rural Transporta-
tion Program was started. The other
priority was what came to be known
asSTARtransit. Mr. McGowan aso
worked on that issue. He has been
working on Shoretrangportationissues
continuoudly asPDC Director of Plan-
ningwithoneof hisfinal taskscomplet-
ing the Cheriton Access Management

Clockwise from op I.eft: Mr. McGowan at the PDC Annual Christmas party, helping at the Household Hazardous Waste Collection
and trying out the new Seaside Water Trail

Ordinance. Hea soworked on ground-
water protectionissuesand wasinstru-
mental in getting the Household Haz-
ardous Waste Collection started.
Executive Director Paul Berge
noted that “ Jimisatalented and dedi-
cated planner. Whileat the A-NPDC,
Jm made huge contributionsto there-
gionand agency. | am excited that Ac-
comack can now benefit from hisim-
mense skills.” The staff at A-NPDC
wish him successin hisnew endeavors.
mi




Executive Director Paul Berge to
Serve on Coastal Policy Team

TheVirginiaHouse of Delegates
and Virginia Senate have agreed to a
Joint Resolution requesting Michael J.
Schewd, the Secretary of Commerce
and Trade, to study the possibility of
exploring for natural gasinthe coasta
areasof the Commonweslth. The Sec-
retary will submit areport on hisfind-
ingsand recommendationsby January
1, 2006.

The Resolution statesthat thearea
to be considered is the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf that includes 112 milesof
coadline. TheVirginiaGenerd Assem-
bly aso required that the Department
of Mines, Minerdsand Energy andthe
Department of Environmenta Quality,
VirginiaCoastd Program providetech-
nical assstance.

On June 22, 2005, Mr. Schewel
and other advisory groupsheld ameet-
ing to addresstheresol ution of the Vir-
giniaGenerd Assembly. Subsequently,
the Department of Environmental Qual-
ity, VirginiaCoadtd Program asked Paull
Berge, PDC Executive Director, to
serveon the Coastal Policy Team.

The Junemeeting brought out many
of theissuesthat the study issupposed
toaddress. Virginia senergy costsare
rising and business acrossthe nation
andinthe Commonwedthissuffering.
Natural gasiscleaner than oil and can
also be used to benefit agriculture by
producing fertilizer. In other examples
of amilar offshoredrillinginthe Gulf of
Mexico and Nova Scotia, drillingled
to reduced energy cog, stimulated bus-
ness activity and in the case of Nova
Scotiatourismactudly increased. Sena-
tor Wagner of Didtrict Seven, including
much of northeast VirginiaBeach in-
cluding the area around the Chesa-
peake Bay Bridge Tunndl , sponsored

thejoint resolution. Henoted that drill-
ing platformsbecomehabitat for fishand
other marinelifeand offshoredrilling
poses less of arisk to the coastal re-
gionthan ail tanker traffic.

Following the Senator’sremarks,
severd daeofficidsgave presentations
on aspectsof theissuefor Virginians.
Natural gas makes up 11% of all the
energy consumed in the Common-
wealth. Thelargest useisintheresi-
dentia sector. Thenationasawholeis
increasingly relyingonforeignnatura ges
over domestic production. In 2001, for-
elgnimportsmadeup 17% of the natu-
ral gassupply up from 5% in 1980.

Previousstudiesof Virginia scoast
did not demonstrate that natural gas
doesor doesnot exist on the continen-
tal shelf. Virginia scoast doeshave sev-
eral indicatorsthat areservoir may ex-
ist. More study isrequired to deter-
mineif thereisnatural gasandif itis
feasbleto produce.

A national ocean industriesrepre-
sentative noted that an offshorefacility
could cost from $10 million to $100
million and that an onshore gas process-
ing facility could cost $500 million. He
also noted that technology allows ex-
tractionof natural gasfor upto S0 miles
around asingleplatform.

The Coastal Policy Teamwill spe-
cificaly work onlaying out theenviron-
mental impactsof offshorenatura gas
explorationand drilling.

PSA Pounds the

Pavement and
Clogs the Mail

OnJuly 13-15, 2005, Staff visited
every dwellinginand around thetown
of Nassawadox toddliver flyerstodert
everyonetoaTown Meetingwhichis
to take place on Wednesday, July 27,
2005 andtotalk toand explaintores-
dentsjust what the opportunitiesfor a
community sewer system can meanto
them. Information mailerswent out the
following week, July 18-20, 2005. Re-
sponseshave started comingin!

Therearemany advantagesto hav-
ing awastewater system. Healthre-
lated issuesasaresult of aseptic sys-
tem failure go away, asdoesthe sud-
denlargefinancia burden of doingthe
repair. Theseptictank and drainfield
will not getintheway of improvement
projects. Thedisadvantageisasmall
monthly bill.

TheNassawadox serviceareawill
have the participation of Shore Me-
moria Hospitd. They representalarge
portion of the use of the system. The
Hospital’s participation represents a
large operating revenue anchor for the
system. Their presence offers an
economy of scaleinthedesign of the
systemand will help buffer costsof the
potential operation, thereby servingto
control cost fluctuationsfor al. The
advantageto the Hospital isthat they
won't have to foot the bill for anew
plant on their own, or to operate the
plant onceitisinoperation. Toputitin
their words, “We' reahedlth-carefa-
cility, that’sour expertise! Wearen't
interested in operating awastewater
disposd plant!”

For moreinformation, pleasecon-
tact Artie Miles at (757)787-2936
x.124



Exmore Receives
Enhancement
Funds

Exmorewasawarded $264,100in
thelatest round of TEA-21 Enhance-
ment Grant funding. Thegrantwill help
the Townto construct thefirst phase of
apublic parkingfacility between Broad
Street and Main Street. It will include
56 parking spaces, a sheltered Star
Trangt sop and pedestrian connection
to the commercial district. Property
ownershave agreed to donatetheland
needed to construct thefacility.

Thefundswill aso beusedto con-
tinueimprovementsto Main Street be-
tween WillisWharf Road and Commer-
cid Avenue. Itisanticipated that these
fundswill beavailablein December. For
moreinformation, please contact Kat
Edwardsat (757)787-2936 x.123

PSA
Now A Single
Member
Authority

On Wednesday, July 20, 2005, the
Eastern Shore of VirginiaPublic Ser-
viceAuthority recelved communication
from the State Corporation Commis-
sionthat the Certificate of Amendment
for Accomack County’s petition for
withdrawa fromthe Authority wasef-
fectiveon July 13, 2005.

In preparation for the changes
brought on by Accomack County’s
withdrawal, the Northampton County
Board of Supervisors has selected
Stephen C. Bunce of Nassawadox and
Dr. Michael Peirson of Eastvilletofill
the vacant positions for a minimum
Board complement of five members.
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