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NASA Wallops Flight Facility Wows State
Economic Developers

The Eastern Shore Economic De-
velopment Commission (EDC) has
been working with the VirginiaEco-
nomic Development Partnership
(VEDP) for many yearsto promotethe
Shore' suniqueresources. InMay, five
membersof theVEDP smarketing staff
traveled hereto seethe Accomack Air-
port Industria Park, the developments
in the Cape Charles area, downtown

revitalizationin Exmore and Chinco-
teague, and to learn more about the
capabilitiesandfacilitiesof theNASA
WallopsHight Facility (WFF).
VVEDPrecently learned moreabout
WFFfrom collaboratingwiththeEDC
on a huge EADS-North America
project. Thisprojectinvolved anation-
widesite search to manufacture Airbus
aerid refueling tankersfor theU.S. Air
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VEDP marketing experts, EDC members, and John Dobbs (back left), President,
Bayshore Concrete Products Corp., on the steps of the Aqua restaurant, Cape Charles

Force. Theproject alsoinvolved es-
tablishing an AirbusLong-RangeAir-
craft Engineering Center. WFF
emerged asthenumber onesitein Vir-
giniabecause of itstwo 9000 foot run-
waysand concentration of aviation and
aerospace expertiseat thefacility. Un-
fortunately, Airbus sshort list of four
locationsdid notincludeVirginia. It se-
lected locationsin Mississippi, Ala
bama, Florida, and South Carolina.

Theslver liningtothe Airbusstory
isthat VEDP has gained a thorough
knowledge of theresourcesand poten-
tial that our areahasfor aerospacere-
lated industries. Asaresult of their re-
cent tour, including an excellent presen-
tation by Caroline Massey, WFF Man-
agement Operations Director, VEDP
has invited the EDC to apply for a
$10,000 Virginia's Opportunity Re-
gionsmarketing grant to providefund-
ing to market WFF and the Shoreto
aerospaceindustry leadersand consult-
antsand to organizeatour of key aero-
space personnd thisfal. TheEDCand
VEDP areoptimistic that thistour and
subsequent activitieswill stimulatein-
terest inthe WFF and the Eastern Shore
andwill resultin new aerospaceindus-
trieslocating here. For moreinforma-
tion, contact Greg Manter at (757)787-
1247.




Committee
Notes

Transportation Technical
Advisory Committee

The Trangportation Technical Ad-
visory Committee haselected two new
officers. SandraBenson waselected
Chairman and Paul Bergewasel ected
Secretary.

Regional Housing
Coordinating Committee
TheRegiona Housing Coordinat-
ing Committee haselected anew Co-

Chairman. PaulineMilbournewill re-
place Julie Badger, who resigned.

Regional Home Maintenance
Program Formed

The A-NPDC Commissionersap-
pointed aHome Mai ntenance Commit-
teeto overseethe Home Maintenance
Program. Thenew Committeeismade
up of Gwendolyn Turner, Lester Spady
and Gregory Duncan.

Over the past ten years, the A-
NPDC has produced 430 houses.
These houses have been split almost
evenly between Accomack, 207, and
Northampton, 223. A total of 153 of
thesehomeshave current, enforceable
legal instruments that require
homeownersto maintaintheir home.

While aspectsof thenew program

aredtill being developed, the A-NPDC
isinthe processof populating adata-
basewithinformation fromthe Depart-
ment of Housing Productionsothat in-
spectionsof thesehomescan begtarted.
Thefirst homesto beinspected will be
thoseunitswith enforcegblelegd ingtru-
mentsthat are set to expire soon.
Accomack County has already
adopted a budget that grants $5,250
toward funding this program and
Northampton has advertised abudget
that included another $5,250 for this
program. For moreinformation, con-
tact David Annisat (757)787-2936.

Hurricane Isabel Disaster Funds Will Be Used to
Prevent Future Damage to 31 Homes

On September 18, 2003, Hurri-
cane Isabel struck Virginia causing
flooding and wind damage onthe East-
ern Shore. For the next several weeks
thecitizens, countiesand townsonthe
Eastern Shore cleaned up damage. In
November 2003, Northampton
County, the Town of Tangier and other
Eastern Shorelocditiesapproached the
A-NPDC torequest assistancein ap-
plying for FEMA Hazard Mitigation
Grant Program (HMGP) fundsto re-
duce future damagesto thelocalities.
Thistype of funding had been used &f -
ter Hurricane Floyd to elevate homes
in Northampton and Accomack Coun-
ties.

HMGPfundsareavailablefollow-
ingmajor disasters. The A-NPDC gtaff
assembled and submitted applications
to the Virginia Department of Emer-
gency Management (VDEM) for
Northampton County, Accomack

County, the Towns of Saxis, Tangier
and Wachapreague.

The application for Northampton
County isfor the elevation of eighteen
homeslocated within theflood zonein
the County. This project was fully
funded. Thetota budget for the Project

is$1,000,243. Thehomesarelocated -

inthevillagesof Oyster, Red Bank and
Jamesville

The application for the Town of
Tangier wasfor the e evation of twenty
homes, but only thirteenwerefundedin
thisapplication. Theremaining homes
were reapplied for in the Accomack
County application, which hasnot been
approved as of thisdate, but hasbeen
endorsed by VDEM and sent to FEMA
for approval. Thetotal budget for the
Tangier applicationis$832,296.

A meeting of theparticipantswill be
scheduled to establish priorities and
construction schedules. Homeowners

will haveto pay for five percent of the
house elevation while FEM A will pay
seventy-five percent and the Common-
wealth twenty percent. The projects
are expected to take three years to
complete. For moreinformation, con-
tact John Aigner at (757)787-2936.

Before and After Pictures of a Home
Elevation in Accomack
Photos courtesy of David Fluhart.



Household
Hazardous Waste
Collection
June 25th

A Household Hazardous Waste
Collectionisscheduled for Saturday,
June25at theESO ArtsCenter inBelle
Haven. Thecollectionwill beginat 10
amandendat 2 pm. Householderswho
register can dispose of up to 30 pounds
of hazardouswastefor free.

Householderscanbringin chemi-
cals, poisons, fuels, paint products,
wood stain, sealers, asbestosand other
hazardous waste. No commercial
waste will be accepted. Some other
wasteisexcluded. Call ImMcGowan
at (757)787-2936 for a registration
form.

Heritage Tourism
Workshop
June 14th

The A-NPDC, Town of Exmore,
and VirginiaCoastal ResourcesMan-
agement Programwill hold aHeritage
Tourism Workshop on Tuesday, June
14thfrom 1 pmto 5 pm at the Exmore
Town Hall onMain Street. Thework-
shop will give restaurant, bed and
breakfast, and motel proprietors the
opportunity tolearn about heritagetour-
ism programs and rel ated businesses
such askayak outfittersand naturetour
providers. Businesses bring your bro-
churesto share. SouthEast Expeditions
will have afree kayak tour of Willis
Wharf for registered participants. Call
(757)787-2936 or toll free (888)787-
3001 for aregistrationform.
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If you have questionsor wouldlike
to discontinueyour subscription, please
contact the Planning District Commis-
son.

Phone 757-787-2936
Toll Free 866-787-3001
E-Mail anpdc@a-npdc.org
Website www.a-npdc.org
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