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Wastewater System
for Downtown Parksley

Parkd ey businesseshave been ex-
periencing problemswith their septic
systemsfor sometime. Infact, failing
septic tanksin thedowntown district,
and VirginiaDepartment of Hedlthregu-
lations which prohibit replacing the
tankswithout installing acompletely
new system, resulted in businesseshav-
ing to closewhen septic tanks malfunc-
tioned. Asaresult, in spring of 2003,
the Town Council contracted with the
engineering firmof Wiley & Wilsonto
prepareapreliminary engineering report
that wouldincludea
needs study.

The Wiley &
Wilson report was
broken out by sec-
tions of town and
proposed optionsfor
sewage treatment
and disposal meth-
ods. One option,
which the Town
Council determined
was affordable and
would address the
most pressing prob-
lem in the shortest
time, wastoingdla |
sewage collection
system in the com-
mercid busnessdis-

tricttoincludeal thebusinessesinthe
commercid digrictinduding DunneAv-
enueand Bennett Street, aswell asthe
shirt factory and the Lunch Box restau-
rant on Cassatt Avenue.

InJuneof 2003, theParkdey Town
Council voted toinstall asewer collec-
tion systeminthecommercia business
district. During the summer, thetown
explored funding optionsto construct
the system and learned that the US
Department of AgricultureRurd Deve-
opment Divison could grant 75% of the

cost of ingalling the sewer system, and
thetown can borrow the balancefrom
USDA at a very competitive rate.
Mayor Tom Young also explored the
useof other grantsfor the 25% baance.
However, inorder to moveforward, an
applicationto USDA for agrant/loan
combination in the amount $ 853,000
was prepared by Accomack-
Northampton Planning District Com-
mission staff in January 2004 and work
continuesto devel op additional docu-
mentsasrequested by USDA for fund-
ing approval, which
should be decided
no later than June.

In February,
Parkdey enteredinto
an engineering ser-
vicesagreementwith
Wiley & Wilsonto
design the system
and prepare the re-
quiredenvironmentd
documents. Thenext
steps for Wiley &
Wilson are to pre-
pare the environ-
mental report and
conduct asoil study
of theareaproposed
for the mass drain
fidd.

The railroad station is one of the attractions in downtown Parksley



Public Service Authority
Update

The Eastern Shore Public Service
Authority (ESVPSA) isnow off and
running. Severa projectsarebeing con-
sSdered. Onesuchisthepossibleinclu-
sion of the NASA Wallops Flight
Facility’ ssawage and water infrastruc-
ture under the Authority’s umbrella.
Such apublic partnership could alow
privateintereststo take advantage (for
afee) of the underused capacity of the
existing sewageand water systemsand
relieve NASA from the mundanetask
of running awater and sewage opera-
tion. Thiswould dso givethe Authority
afirmfoundation onwhichtobuildfor
thefuture,

Alsoonthehorizonisthe potentia
for major sewage treatment plantsto
serve central Accomack County and
northern Northampton County. Poten-
tial sitesfor such plantsareinthepro-
cessof being identified. Inthe case of

the Northampton County system, apur-
chaseoption for property isbeing con-
Sdered.

The most urgent item on the
Authority’ sagendaistheacceptance of
theBayview sawvageand water systems.
Minor problemsare being attended to
by thevarious contractors. Oncethese
are completed to the satisfaction of the
Hed th Department and other regulatory
agencies, the Authority will take over
the operation, maintenanceand billing
for both systems.

Therehasbeen muchinterest from
other outside entitiesin what the Au-
thority may eventually be ableto do.
Smadll sewagetrestment plant operators
haveexpressed interest aswell assome
Towns. Asthe Authority gearsup its
operations, itishopedthat it will beable
to serveal whowish to be served.

Downtowns to take a
Closer Look

Aspart of theRegiona Downtown
Revitalization Program, the towns of
Cape Charles, Exmore, Onancock,
Parksley and Chincoteague will host
public meetingsMarch 16", 17" and
18"totakeacloselook at their down-
town commercial districts. The meet-
ingswill befacilitated by staff fromthe
Virginia Department of Housing &
Community Development’s Office of
Community Capacity Buildingand will
focus on developing a direction for
downtown devel opment and stepsto
implementit.

Each town will also look at their
downtown areaswith and eyefor de-
veloping aproject that could potentidly
befunded by Community Development
Block Grant funds to promote eco-
nomicvitdlity.

If you areinterested in attending,
please call Greg Manter, Accomack-
Northampton Planning District Com-
mission Director of Economic Devel-
opment, at 787-1247 (or toll-free 866-
787-3001) for datesand timesof indi-
vidua meetings.

Loans for
First-Time
Homeowners

The Accomack-Northampton
Hous ng and Redevel opment Corpora:
tioniscurrently accepting applications
for potential first-time homeowners
throughtheSingleFamily Regiond Loan
Fund. Theloan fund provides bel ow-
market-rate mortgageloansto lower-
income, first-time homebuyersfor the
purchaseof their primary resdence. The
acquisition of new and existing Single-
family homesisdligible.

Fundingismadeavailableandin-
tended to provide mortgagesto those
households that cannot financially
qualify for other mortgage products.
First mortgage moniesat 4.125% in-
terest aremadeavailablefor first-time
homebuyersthat can credit qualify for
VHDA financing.

Loanswill befixed-rate and fixed
payment for the amorti zation period of
30 years. HOME Partnership Invest-
ment Fundswill be provide down pay-
ment and closing cost assistance and
may be deferred, forgive, and/or am-
ortized asdeemed appropriate. Appli-
cantsmust possessan employment/in-
come history that demonstrates stable
incomesufficient to repay the proposed
debit.

The Accomack-Northampton
Hous ng and Redevel opment Corpora:
tion has been awarded $350,000 in
mortgageloansfor low incomefamilies
(60% of theareamedianfamily income)
and $34,000 HOME funding.

All personsinterested in obtaining
an application should contact Bobbie
Jo Wert, SFRLF Local Administrator
at 787-2800 or toll free 866-787-
3001.



FYO5 Section 8 Housing Choice
Voucher Program Annual Plan
Comment Period

The Accomack-Northampton Re-
giona Housing Authority issoliciting
comment onitsFiscal Year 2005 Sec-
tion 8 Housing Choice Voucher Pro-
gramAnnud Plan. Thisplanoutlinesthe
agency’sgods, objectivesand policies
governing itsrenta assstance program
for the twelve months beginning July
2004.

Copiesof thedraft Annual Planare
availableat the Accomack-Northamp-
ton Regional Housing Authority and
Northampton County administrative

officesfor a45-day public comment
period. A publichearingonthePlanwill
beheld April 19, 2003 a 7 pm at the
officesof the Accomack-Northampton
Regiond Housing Authority. Pleasecal
757-787-2800 or toll free 866-787-
3001 for additiona information.

Please send comments to: Kat
Edwards, Director of Housing Produc-
tion, Accomack-Northampton Re-
giona Housing Authority, PO Box 387,
Accomac, VA 23301.

Accomack-Northampton Planning District

Commission

23372 Front Street

P.0. Box 417

Accomac, Virginia 23301

How to Contact
the A-NPDC

If you have questionsor comments
about anythinginthispublication, please
don’t hesitate to contact the Planning
Digtrict Commisson.

Phone 757-787-2936
Toll Free 866-787-3001
E-Mail anpdc@esva.net
Website www.a-npdc.org
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