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Landlords
Wanted

Inearly December, the A-NPDC's
Section 8 gaff pulled 200 familiesfrom
thewaitinglist for rent assstance. These
familieswereissued voucherson De-
cember 17th and 18th and will be
searching for suitablehousing. Weare
looking for landlordswho would like
to participateinthe Section8 Housing
Choice Voucher program. Someof the
landlord benefitsare:

o abilitytosdect family

* rentscomparableto unassisted
housing

» direct deposit of payment avail-
able

* noobligationto participatefor
subsequent vacancies

Anyoneinterestedin additiona in-
formation or in participation asaland-
lord should contact Josie James or
Bobbie Wert at 787-2936.

Regional Partnership
Re-Qualified

TheEastern Shore of VirginiaRe-
giond Partnership hasrequdified under
theVirginiaRegiona Competitiveness
Program. Bill Shelton, Director of the
VirginiaDepartment of Housing and
Community Development, wroteinthe
notificationletter, “Weareddighted that
the Eastern Shore Regiond Partnership
remainscommitted to undertaking re-
gional activitiesthat will enhancethe
future economic competitivenessof the
area” Thegpplicationfor requdification
waseva uated in categoriessuch aseco-
nomic development, education, hous-
ing and wastewater trestment.

ThePartnership, acodition of bug-
ness, civic, education, and government
leaders, origindly qudifiedforthestate
programin 1998 for a 5-year period.
It resulted inthe Virginia Space Flight
Academy, alocal officefor the Small
Business Devel opment Center, engi-
neering work for aWorkforce Devel-
opment Center at the Community Col-
lege, the Eastern Shoreof VirginiaPor-
tal on the Internet, and the Network
Future seriesof e-commerceseminars.

Torequalify, the Partnership’s 36
membersworked through ayear-long
process to select seven new projects
to help our local economy. The seven
projectswere approved by both Coun-
ties Boardsof SupervisorsinJduly.

The Partnership hasidentified the
following projectstoimprovethe eco-
nomic competitivenessof our region:

1. Promotetheeffortsof the Pub-
lic Service Authority andliaison between
the private sector and the PSA.

2. Develop the Wallops Com-
mercialization Center, abusinessincu-
bator to assist commercialization of
businessand serviceactivities.

3. DevdopaRegiond Downtown
Revitdization Program to provide staff
for effortsin 5 Shoretownsusing the
Main Street Program approach.

4. Identify demandfor broadband
Internet accessand recruit suppliersof
affordable high-speed I nternet access.

5. Startaworkforcedevelopment
education programthat providesinfor-
mation to parents, guidance counselors,
and studentson all the optionsavail-
ablein preparing for careers.

6. Createan Academicd Village,
acollection of 35-40 qudity, affordable
apartments for teachers, to be atool
for attracting and retaining new teach-
ersfor both school systems.

7. Develop an Eastern Shore
Heritage Trail to encouragetravelersto
get off U.S. Route 13 and enjoy the
scenic beauty, wildlife, history, shops
and restaurants of Accomack and
Northampton counties.



Downtown Chincoteague
Grows New Businesses

Threenew businesseswill be open-
ing soon in Chincoteague' sdowntown
businessdidgtrict. Thehistoric Masonic
Templebuilding will bethe new home
of Blue Heron Booksand ahigh speed
internet serviceto be operational this
goring. Theownerswill mekeextensve
renovationsand will bereceiving de-
sign ass stancethrough the downtown
revitalization program.

Blue Heron Upholstery (no con-
nection) will dsolocateon Main Stret.
Theshop’'sowner hasbeen makingold

furniturenew for over fiveyears.

Idand Retail of Ocean City will be
opening asecond location of their T-
Shirt Factory inthedowntown building
being vacated by Family Dallar.

The Chincoteague Preservation
Association will beworking with the
Planning District Commission staff to
develop an inventory of commercial
buildingsaspart of the Town’srevital-
izetion program. Thisinformationwill be
used to help attract other new busi-
nessesto Main Street.

Household Income Growth
on the Eastern Shore

Themedian household incomein
Accomack and Northampton Counties
isgrowing faster thaninthe state asa
whole. From 1990 to 2000, the me-
dian householdincomein Virginiain-
creased 40%, but it grew 48%in Ac-
comack and 56% in Northampton.

Householdincomeimprovementis
aso seeninabreakdown of households
by incomebrackets. The Eastern Shore

of Virginiaexperienced adramaticin-
creaseinthe number of householdsin
upper income brackets from 1990 to
2000. Theonly incomebracket that had
a decrease was the under $25,000
bracket. There were 2,069 fewer
householdsat thelowest incomeleve,
despitethefact that thetotal number of
householdsin theregionincreased by
2,855.

Number of Households by Income
Eastern Shore of Virginia

1990 2000 % Change
Lessthan $25,000 10,799 8,730 -19%
$25,000t0 $49,999 5,113 6,802 +33%
$50,000t0 $74,999 1,222 2,958 +142%
$75,000t0 $99,999 325 1,062 +227%
$100,000 or more 275 1,037 +277%

Historic
Rehab &
Enterprise
one
Presentations

Therewill beopportunitiesfor lo-
cal businessesand homeownerstolearn
about Historic Rehabilitation Tax Cred-
itsand Enterprise Zone incentives at
presentationsin January and February.

Thetax codesof the United States
and of the Commonwealth of Virginia
provideincentivesfor taxpayerswho
contributeto the preservation of oldand
historic buildings. By rehabilitating eli-
giblebuildings, taxpayerscanqudify for
subgtantial incometax credits. Learnadl
about it a presentationsby PaigeWeiss
of theVirginiaDepartment of Historic
Resourceson January 27. She'll beat
Stella’sin Onancock at noon, and at
the Palace Theater in Cape Charlesat
6:30 pm.

TheVirginiaEnterprise Zone pro-
gram providesincentivesto companies
that create new full-timejobsor invest
inrea estateimprovements. The East-
ern Shore’s Zone covers all of
Northampton County and lower Acco-
mack County. BusinessesintheZone
can earn job grants, incometax reduc-
tions, and real estateimprovement tax
credits. Mike L ocher of Goodman &
Company will make a presentation
about the Enterprise Zone on February
24 a 6:00pmat Littleltaly Restaurant
in Nassawadox.

To attend any of these three pre-
sentations, please pre-register by call-
ing Sarah Gromow at the Small Busi-
ness Development Center, 789-3418.



Elaine Mell
Hired as
Regional Planner

TheA-NPDC hashired ElaneMell
of Yorktown asthe new Regiona Plan-
ner. Ms. Mell hasaB.S. in Geology
fromVirginiaTechand aMastersDe-
greein Urban and Regional Planning
fromVirginiaCommonwed th Univer-
sity, and comestothe A-NPDC from
apogtionwiththeVirginiaDepartment
of Emergency Management.

Asthe A-NPDC Regiond Planner,
Ms. Mell will be preparing the Eastern
Shore Hazard Mitigation Plan, provid-
ing Gl Sand dataservices, and assist-
ing with other planning projects.

The A-NPDC welcomes Elaine
and her husband Conrad to the Shore.

United Way
100%
Participation

TheUnited Way of Virginia sEast-
ern Shore 2003 campaign had 100%
participation from the staff of the Ac-
comack-Northampton Planning Didtrict
Commission.

Over the past twelve years, the
United Way has been the conduit
through which the peopl e of the Shore
have donated over two million dollars
tolocal service agencies. Most of the
money hascomefrom peoplewhowere
solicited at their workplacesand given

theopportunity tofulfill pledgesthrough
payroll deductions.

Accomack-Northampton Planning District

Commission

23372 Front Street

P.0. Box 417

Accomac, Virginia 23301

How to Contact
the A-NPDC

If you have questionsor comments
about anythinginthispublication, please
don’t hesitate to contact the Planning
Digtrict Commisson.

Phone 757-787-2936
Toll Free 866-787-3001
E-Mail anpdc@esva.net
Website www.a-npdc.org
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